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CURRENT  SERIAL  RECORDS 


October  7,  I960 
Letter  No.  9U5 


From  Montreal,  where  he's  pow-wow-ing  with  members  of  the  Radio  &  TV  News  Direc- 
tors' Ass'n,  Chief  Layne  Beaty  signals  he's  discovered  Canada  is  not  pink  like  his 
geography  book  map  always  showed. . ."the  place  looks  much  like  America  except  the 
flags  are  different.    It's  like  it  in  other  ways,  too... farm  programs  on  CBC  have 
lost  their  noon  time  slots  to  World  Series  bdcsts."    He  is  dutifully  watching 
Canadian- type  farm  radio  and  TV  in  the  early  a.m.,  and  has  found  Vermont  farm  pro- 
grams reach  Montreal. 

HOW'S  YOUR  SWEET-TOOTH? 

Fort  Wayne  folks  took  to  a  non-caloric  sweetened  grapefruit  juice  by 
a  k-1  margin  over  the  common  canned  varieties  during  a  three-week  promotion 
in  the  Indiana  city  by  the  Fla.  Citrus  Commission.    Now... an  Agri.  Market- 
ing Serv.  survey  shows  that  total  sales  per  week  of  canned  grapefruit 
juice  is  53  percent  higher... 10  weeks  after  the  promotion. . .than  before. 


DOLLAR  VALUE  OF  FARMLAND  SLIPS 


Farm  real  estate  market  values  have  leveled  off  from  their  three-stage  ascent 
that  began  back  in  1939- • .and  continued  to  climb  ever  since  except  for  small  dips  in 
'U8  and  '53* • -the  Dep't  of  Agri.  announced  this  afternoon.    Between  March  and  July, 
this  year  prices  were  stable  in  25  States,  dipped  in  1^,  moved  to  new  peaks  in  11. 
The  net  effect  is  a  $3°0  million  drop  in  total  market  value... to  $128.8  billion,  or 
$111.24  per  acre.    Nonfarmers  apparently  are  finding  farm  land  a  less  attractive 
investment .. .their  share  is  down  to  about  a  third  of  all  purchases,  the  lowest  in 
four  years .    And  nonfarmers  have  figured  in  more  than  a  fourth  of  the  sales  since 
1958'    Farmers  who  are  owner-operators  have  made  a  higher  percentage  of  purchases 
than  during  any  recent  year... their  primary  reason... a  bigger  farm.    Most  recent 
purchases  involved  loans... the  average... 65  percent  of  the  purchase  price... with  a 
6  percent  interest  rate. 


HOW  BEST  TO  EXPORT  U.S.  "KNOW  HOW" 


Land-grant  college  officials  will  meet  here  with  Dep't  of  Agri.  and 
other  interested  agencies  and  organizations  Oct.  17  for  a  four- day  Confer- 
ence on  Agricultural  Services  to  Foreign  Areas.    How  best  to  advance  the 
sharing  of  American  agricultural  know-how  and  skills  to  build  the  econo- 
mies and  democratic  institutions  of  friendly  countries  will  be  the  prin- 
cipal topic ... .This  will  be  the  9th  such  conference. . .the  first  since 
1958.    During  the  past  year  the  Dep't  and  its  cooperators  have  helped 
train  over  3*600  foreign  agriculturists. 
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ACROSS  THE  NATION 

Nat'l  Fire  Prevention  Week  starts  Sunday. ..the  theme  is  "Don't  Give  Fire  A 
Place  To  Start" .. .emphasis  is  on  a  general  clean-up  around  farms  and  homes.  Fire 

can  be  prevented. . .but  fire  losses  on  farms  have  been  climbing  for  a  decade  One 

poultryman  has  found  a  way  to  beat  low  fowl  prices. . .F.J.  West  of  Nescopeck,  Pa., 
vowed  he  wouldn't  sell  at  10  cents  a  pound.    Experimented  in  his  kitchen  until  he 
c-ame  up  with  a  sausage  that  brought  a  premium.    He's  now  branched  out  into  produc- 
tion of  other  delicacies. . .including. . .chicken  mince  meat  Dep't  of  Agri.  and 

otate  scientists  are  mystified  by  "pear  decline"  --a  condition  causing  death  of  pear 
urees  grown  on  Oriental  rootstock  in  Pacific  Coast  orchards.    After  numerous  tests... 
scientists  on  the  pear-decline  research  team  at  Wenatchee,  Wash.,  are  now  attempting 

x,o  determine  whether  a  virus  is  to  blame... and  if  so... how  it  spreads  A  red 

oick  from  Africa  has  slipped  into  the  U.S.  for  the  first  time.  Discovered  in  wild 
^nimal  compound. .. called  "Africa,  U.S. A. "...at  Boca  Raton,  Fla...the  bug  will  com- 
plicate the  present  tick  eradication  program  in  Florida. 

FEATURE  MOVIE  TELLS  A  k-R  GIRL'S  STORY 

"Tomboy  and  the  Champ"  is  the  title  of  a  90-min  color  film  Universal- 
is1 1  will  release  early  next  year.    It  tells  the  story  of  a  k-R  girl  who 
raised  a  maverick  Aberdeen-Angus  calf,  and. . .ultimately. . .won  the  big  show. 
Signal  Pictures  Corp.,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  produced  the  film. 

DROUTH  AID  PROGRAM  IS  EXTENDED 

Twenty- two  counties  in  Utah  and  six  counties  in  S.  Dak.  have  been  designated  by 
Sec.  Benson  as  drouth  emergency  areas ...  farmers  and  ranchers  there  now  may  buy  ■ 
^ov't- owned  feed  grains  at  current  support  prices.    The  action  brings  to  89  the 
fotal  counties  or  parishes  eligible  for  the  livestock  feed  program. . .other  states 
with  areas  where  drouth  has  hurt  feed  supplies  and  limited  pasture  and  range  grass 
production  include  Miss.,  La.,  and  Wyo.    Almost  3  million  bushels  of  feed  grains 
have  been  sold  thru  the  program  this  year. 

DON'T  DELAY  YOUR  NATRFD  DUES 

Down  Oklahoma  City-way,  Carl  Meyerdirk  at  KVOO  is  counting  on  you 
NATRFD  members  to  act  now. . .quick. . .today. . .and  get  your  registration 
forms  and  dues  payments  in  the  mail.    He  needs  your  cooperation  on  pre- 
registration  and  pre-payment  if  his  work  at  the  Chicago  meeting  is  to 
be  cut  down  to  manageable  size. 

F SGIONAL  RURAL  DEVELOPMENT  SESSIONS 

Leaders  of  Federal,  State  and  private  organizations  working  in  farm  and  com- 
munity development  will  be  represented  in  a  regional  Rural  Development  Program 
Monday  thru  Wednesday  at  the  U.  of  Neb. ,  Lincoln.    Representatives  from  Col. ,  Kan. , 
fteb. ,  N.  Dak.,  S.  Dak.,  and  Wyo.  will  attend. 

SEC.  BENSON  TO  SPEAK  IN  OHIO 

Sec.  Benson  today  accepted  an  invitation  to  speak  Nov.  k  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Poultry  Producers  Ass 'n  in  Versailles,  Ohio. 
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W.  D.  CLICK  DIES  AT  HUNTINGTON 


Farm  broadcasting  lost  one  of  its  longtime  stalwarts  with  the  death  of  W.  D. 
(Farmer  Bill)  Click,  Sep.  25  at  Huntington,  W.  Va.    At  71,  he  was  still  active  as 
farm  director  of  WSAZ.    Farmer  Bill  began  broadcasting  over  a  quarter-century  ago 
while  a  W.Va.  county  agent,  and  was  for  many  years  a  backbone  of  the  "Tri-State 
Farm  &  Home"  program  over  WWVA,  Wheeling,  W.Va. 

UNITED  NATIONS  DAY,  i960 

The  President  urges  all  citizens  to  observe  Mon.,  Oct.  2h  as  United 
Nations  Day  to. . .demonstrate  their  faith  in  and  support  of  the  U.N.  and 
contribute  to  a  better  understanding  of  its  aims,  problems,  and  achieve- 
ments. In  his  U.N.  Day  proclamation,  Mr.  Eisenhower  cites  the  organiza- 
tion as  a  powerful  instrument  for  guarding  mankind  against  the  calamity 
of  war,  as  it  works  to  advance  the  economic,  social,  and  spiritual  well- 
being  of  all  peoples. 

BEHIND  WORLD  HEADLINES 

World  meat  consumption  continued  to  increase  during  1959* ••with  per  capita  con- 
sumption going  up  in  at  least  21  countries.    Increasing  incomes  and  the  urge  to  high- 
er living  standards  have  brought  relatively  high  livestock  prices .. .expanded  meat  out- 
put, our  For.  Agri.  Serv.  reports.    Production  was  up  3  percent  over  the  preceding 
year... 23  percent  above  the  1951-55  average.    Exports  from  the  principal  producing 
countries  last  year  were  50  percent  above  average.    But  9^  percent  of  the  meat  was 
eaten  in  the  country  where  produced.    Average  meat  consumption  ranged  from  only  9 
pounds  per  person  in  Japan,  to  23^  pounds  in  both  Australia  and  Uruguay.    The  U.S. 
ranked  fifth  at  160  pounds... the  Soviet  Union  about  26th  with  65  pounds  per  person 

 The  current  year's  coffee  crop  is  expected  to  be  15  percent  below  the  1959- 

60  record.    Production  estimates  set  68.9  million  bags  as  the  probable  harvest.  In 

other  world  crop  and  market  surveys  just  completed  by  the  For.  Agri.  Serv  reports 

show  that  grain  stocks  were  at  a  new  high  on  July  1  in  the  four  principal  exporting 
countries ... .the  U.S.,  Canada,  Argentina  and  Australia. .. .the  i960  world  breadgrain 
crop  is  about  291  million  tons,  the  second  largest  harvest  ever .. .quality  of  the 
grain  is  low  in  a  number  of  European  countries. 

KING-SIZE  ORDERS  FOR  THE  FIXIN'S  &  TRIMMIN 1 S 

Purchases  for  the  Nat'l  School  Lunch  Program  just  announced  by  the 
Dep't  of  Agri.  include  over  5  million  pounds  of  frozen  ground  beef,  about 
3.8  million  pounds  of  frozen,  ready-to-cook  turkeys,  and  Ul7,000  cases  of 
canned  applesauce.    The  Dep't  has.  spent  $12.2  million  for  30.2  million 
pounds  of  ground  beef  for  the  lunch  program  during  the  past  7  weeks.... 
and  $6.8  million  for  18.8  million  pounds  of  turkeys. 

MORE  WHEAT  TO  U.A.R. 

Wheat  purchase  agreements  under  local  currency  provisions  of  Title  I... Public 
Law  U80...have  been  amended  to  provide  big  increases  in  U.S.  wheat  and  wheat  flour 
sales  to  both  Egypt  and  Syria  in  the  United  Arab  Republic.    The  Dep't  has  amended 
a  wheat  agreement  with  Egypt  to  provide  for  purchase  of  an  additional  $8.^  million 
worth  of  wheat.    The  action  more  than  doubled  the  total  previously  okayed.    Sale  of 
$3.6million  worth  of  flour  to  Syria  is  now  authorized. 
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OF  MIKES  AND  MEN 

A  calf  contest  with  a  new. . . "but  practical. .  .twist  is  being  sponsored  by  the  KCMO 
(Kansas  City)  farm  dep't.    Pour-H  and  FFA  members  in  Kan.  and  Ml.  are  eligible  to  en- 
ter their  beef  projects,  and  then  comes  the  difference. . .George  Stephens  reports 
judging  will  be  on  rate  of  gain  (60  percent ).. .efficiency  of  gain  (20  percent)  and 
quality  (20  percent).    George  figures  the  emphasis  on  fast  and  efficient  gains  is  an 
important  step  toward  emphasizing  the  hard  facts  of  profitable  beef  production.  KCMO 

will  award  three  college  scholarships  to  winners  Paul  Pippert  of  KCMO  is  easing 

back  into  harness  after  spinal  surgery  last  month  A  modest  note  from  Jack  M. 

Crowner  at  Louisville  stakes  the  claim. .. "WAVE  and  WAVE-TV 1 s  coverage  of  the  Ky. 
State  Fair  was  unsurpassed. .. our  Parade  of  Champions  was  the  best  TV  livestock  show 
in  the  mid- south. " 

Just  in  case  some  farmers  in  the  area  haven't  "touched  that  dial"  for 
a  spell,  WJRL,  Rockford,  111.,  and  Ray  Watson  are  now  mailing  all  of  'em  a 
flyer  that  tells  of  his  qualifications  as  farm  service  director. . .plus  a 
schedule  of  his  7-day-a-week  bdcsts.    Ray's  programs  include  Farm  Journal-- 
5: 30-:  55  a.m.  Mon-Sat;  Market  Reports- -6:^5- :  50  a.m.  Mon-Fri;  Farm  Hour-- 

12: 10-: 45  p.m.  Mon-Fri,  and  the  7  to  8  a.m.  hour  on  Sun  He'd  like  to 

know  what  contests,  gimmicks,  etc.  other  RFD's  are  using  to  build  interest 
and  response. 

COAST  TO  COAST 

Agriculture  USA  (J_3i  min.  on  tape  from  here)  will  feature  J.H.  Christ,  Hawaii's  state 

conservationist,  talking  with  Layne  Beaty. 
The  American  Farmer  will  have  a  report  on  the  U.S.  exhibit  at  the  Munich  Food  Fair. 

ABC  radio  network,  11:30  a.m.  (EDT)  Sat. 
Nat 1 1  Farm  &  Home  Service  on  NBC  radio's  weekend  monitor. 
Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  News — daily,  early  a.m.  on  Mutual. 

Today  On  The  Farm- -NBC -TV 's  new  coast  to  coast  farm  program.    7-7:30  a.m.  Sat. 
ADDITIONS  TO  THE  TAPE  LIBRARY 

New  items  in  our  library;  send  along  a  blank  tape  for  your  dub's: 

1Q100- -Cranberries- -A  Big  Push  for  Sales- -Chet  Freeman,  head  of  Plentiful 
Foods  work  with  Agri.  Marketing  Serv. ,  talks  with  Jack  Towers  about 
the  campaign  to  boost  cranberry  sales.    TIME:  3:5^ 

1A100--From  Be It svi lie --New  Approach  May  Eliminate  the  Boll  Weevil- - Vince 
Marcley  of  Agri.  Research  Serv.  reports  on  a  new  approach  to  an  old 
menace.    RELEASE  DATE:    Oct.  13  p.m.    TIME:  3:30 

CHANNEL  CHATTER 

Here's  what's  to  be  mailed  during  the  next  few  days  from  our  TV  Service:  Video 
News  Bulletins  that  tell  of  Drinking  On  the  Job... the  effect  of  milk  vending  machine* 
in  industrial  plants;  High  Temperatures  Improve  Quality  of  Cotton. . .reports  on  tests 
of  heat  effects  on  cotton;  Pest  Control  Team  Goes  Abroad. . .U.S.  pest  survey  and  con- 
trol specialists  go  abroad.    Also- -A  4-min  film  The  REA  Story,  and  a  10-photo  pack- 
age, House  of  Magic,  that  tells  of  services  performed  by  the  U.S.  Forests  Products 
Research  Laboratory,  now  celebrating  it's  golden  anniversary. 


Sincerely, 


Roy  Clark 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


r  Rod 


Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


October  Ik,  i960 
Letter  No.  9h6 


The  concept  of  figures  in  millions  and  "billions  of  "bushels  and  pounds,  not  to 
mention  short  tons  and  karats ,  linear,  square  and  cubed  totals,  etc.,  keeps  us 
treading  water  in  the  sea  of  statistical  information  that  flows  on  the  south  side  of 
our  desk.    So,  we've  figured  a  layman's  approach  to  these  matters  can't  do  any- 
worse...  and  we  were  curious  to  know  what  size  building  would  have-  9^2  million  gross 
cubic  feet.    If  our  pencil  and  mind  didn't  slip  that  building  would  be  a  block 
square  and  a  bit  shy  of  two  miles  high.    We  haven't  yet  seen  a  building  like  that, 
but  we're  convinced  it  would  equal  the  total  refrigerated  warehouse  space  in  the 
nation,  excluding  Alaska  and  Hawaii,  as  just  reported  by  the  Crop  Reporting  Board. 

OUTLOOK  CONFERENCE  HERE  NOV.  lit-  17 

The  38th  Nat'l  Agri.  Outlook  Conference  will  bring  economists  and 
home  management  specialists  from  over  the  nation  here  Nov.  1^-17-  The 
nat'l  and  internat'l  economic  outlooks,  and  many  aspects  thereof  will  be 
discussed.    We'll  provide  you  with  coverage  of  many  highlights,  and  advise 
you  of  further  developments. 

NEW  DAY  AHEAD  FOR  WOOL  FABRICS 

Dep't  of  Agri.  scientists  have  found  a  new  treatment  that  shrinkproofs  wool 
fabrics  and  makes  them  machine -washable.    A  chemical  covering  similar  to  nylon  is 
used  to  coat  the  woolen  fibers,  give  it  these  highly  desirable  qualities. . .while  re- 
retaining  its  natural  soft  texture.    The  treatment  opens  the  way  to  woolen  wash-and- 
wear  fibers. 

GYPSY  MOTHS  DUE  LAST  "CALL" 

The  secret  of  the  scent  with  which  female  gypsy  moths  attract  male 
moths  has  been  discovered  by  researcher  Martin  Jacobson  and  his  fellow 
workers  in  the  Entomology  Research  Division  of  Agri.  Research  Serv. 
Once  Jacobson  was  able  to  analyze  the  scent,  he  found  it  will  be  easy  to 
duplicate. . .Control  of  the  gypsy  moth,  a  serious  pest  of  trees  in  New 
England,  New  York,  and  Michigan,  may  be  possible  in  the  near  future  as  a 
result  of  the  scientists'  work.    Natural  attractant ...  difficult  and  expen- 
sive to  obtain... had  been  used  on  a  limited  scale  in  previous  tests. 

TOWERS  TO  MAKE  SOUTH  AMERICAN  TRIP 

Jack  Towers,  cur  top  radio  man,  will  accompany  Sec'y  Benson  on  his  Oct.  20-Nov. 3 
trade  development  trip  to  South  America.    Jack  will  provide  tape  coverage  of  the 
journey.    If  you  would  like  dubs  of  this  material. .. sned  us  your  blank  tapes  now.... 
we'll  give  you  fast  service  as  his  interviews  are  airmailed  here. 
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COTTON  QUOTA  AND  ACREAGE  TO  BE  UP  IN  1961 

The  national  marketing  quota  and  acreage  allotment  for  next  year's  upland 
cotton  crop  are  being  increased  over  figures  for  recent  years.    The  marketing  quota 
has  been  set  at  15,562,000  bales,  acreage  at  18,398, h?.k  acres.    Unlike  the  past  two 
years, only  one  allotment -price  support  program  will  be  available.    The  exact  level 
of  price  support  will  be  determined  later.    Crowers  will  vote  on  the  marketing  quotas 
in  the  Dec.  13  referendum.    The    boosts  of    quotas  and  acreage  follow  increases  dur- 
ing the  past  two  years  in  domestic  consumption  and  exports  of  cotton.    Carryover  of 
7-3-million  bales  on  Aug.  1  was  the  second  lowest  for  any  year  when  acreage  allot- 
ments have  been  in  effect  for  extra  long  staple  cotton,  however,  the  I96I  quota 

has  been  set  again  at  66,590  bales,  and  the  acreage  allotment  cut  1,000  acres  to 
63, 7^0.    Growers  of  American-Egyptian,  Sea  Island  and  Sealand  cotton  will  also  vote 
on  Dec.  13 . 

BARTER  PROGRAM  IS  REVISED 

The  Dep't  announced  today  that  it  has  revised  barter  programs  for  19 
of  the  more  than  100  countries  with  whom  we  trade  farm  goods  for  strategic 
materials.    General  improvement  in  the  ability  of  many  countries  to  buy 
for  dollars  was  cited  as  the  major  factor  in  most  of  the  changes.  The 
major  change  is  the  discontinuance  of  barter  of  cotton  for  export  to 

France  A  special  barter  announcement  was  made  this  afternoon. .. .the 

Dep't  is  inviting  offers  to  exchange  32,000  long  tons  of  ferromanganese 
produced  in  Chile  for  agri.  commodities  in  our  surplus  stores  inventory... 
as  part  of  the  U.S.  effort  to  aid  Chile  in  recovering  from  the  effects  of 
recent  earthquakes  and  floods. 

MACHINE  HIDE  CLEANING  BOOSTS  LEATHER  QUALITY 

To  keep  another  agricultural  product  competitive  in  a  world  that  keeps  finding 
new  synthetics  attractive,  new  machines  have  been  developed  for  cleaning  cattle 
hides.    Dep't  of  Agri.  researchers  say  they  can  make  big  savings  and  result  in 
better  leather.    An  Agri.  Marketing  Serv.  report  on  a  study  of  the  new  machines  was 
released  today.    The  study  was  made  as  part  of  a  program  of  research  to  improve 
efficiency  and  hold  down  costs  in  marketing  farm  products. 

MARKET  NEWS  STORY  AVAILABLE 

If  you've  a  yen  to  have  detailed  information  on  the  nation-wide 
Federal-State  Market  News  Service  and  its  ^5-year-history,  we  can 
provide  single  copies  of  "Market  News,"  Agriculture  Handbook  No.  llS, 
Vol.  10,  on  request.    The  62-page  report  has  just  been  issued.    It  tells 
how  the  Agri.  Marketing  Serv.  collects  and  distributes  information  on 
prices,  movement,  and  supplies  of  farm  products .. .how  200  market  news 
offices  send  100,000  words  daily  through  a  13,000-mile  leased  wire 
teletype  system. . .how  the  news  gets  to  the  public  through  press  associ- 
ations, newspapers,  and  radio  and  tv  stations.    And  how  the  reports  help 
move  3°  billion  dollars  worth  of  farm  marketings  each  year  efficiently 
and  effectively  into  consumer  channels. 

HARVEST  NEARS  NEW  HIGH 

The  Oct.  1  crop  summary  came  out  early  this  week... so,  you've  undoubtedly 
heard  corn  and  grain  sorghum  prospects  are  just  below  last  year's  record. . .food  grain 
production  will  top  last  year's  outturn  by  nearly  a  fifth. . .oilseed  crops  will  be 
moderately  above  those  of  1959* • .cotton  prospects  showed  a  small  decline. 
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BEHIND  WORLD  HEADLINES 

Tens  of  thousands  of  horses  and  mules  have  died  in  the  Near  East  and  India  as 
the  African  horse  sickness  continues  to  spread,  according  to  Foreign  Agri.  Serv. 
The  United  Nations  has  made  an  emergency  allocation  of  $107, 000  for  the  production 
of  vaccines  against  the  disease.    There  is  a  serious  danger  of  the  disease  spread- 
ing into  Eastern  Europe,  the  Mediterranean  countries,  and  the  Soviet  Union  

Cuba  is  reported  to  have  ordered  about  9.6  million  pounds  of  condensed  milk  from 

Russia  Prospects  for  Australia's  i960  grain  crops  are  generally  excellent. 

Wheat  production  may  be  at  a  new  high  Grain  harvest  in  Canada  had  nearly  ideal 

conditions.    The  wheat  crop  is  estimated  at  U91  million  bushels,  an  increase  over 

earlier  estimates,  but  still  slightly  below  the  average  of  the  past  10  years  

The  United  Kingdom  imported  l6k  million  bushels  of  wheat  and  flour  last  year,  some 

31  million  bushels  less  than  a  year  ago  Cotton  production  in  the  foreign  free 

world  for  the  year  ending  July  31  was  down  more  than  one  million  bales  from  the 
preceding  year.    Unfavora-ble  crop  conditions  in  some  areas  and  the  competitive 

pricing  of  U.S.  cotton  contributed  to  the  decline  Political  turmoil  in  the 

Republic  of  the  Congo  hasn't  kept  the  peanut  farmers  away  from  their  fields.  The 
country's  i960  crop  is  expected  to  be  2  percent  above  last  year's  200,000  ton 
peanut  harvest. 

RURAL  DEVELOPMENT  PROGRAM  LAUDED 

The  fifth  annual  report  on  the  Rural  Development  Program  was  pre- 
sented to  the  President  yesterday.    Mr.  Eisenhower  commented  "...The 
initial  pilot  and  demonstration  phase  of  the  Rural  Development  Program 
has  been  successful =    The  program  can  now  be  expanded  and  intensified. 
It  deserves  greatly  increased  governmental  effort  and  the  support  of 
all  Americans." 

ASIAN  RFD'S  GO  DQWNUNDER  AMD  OUT -BACK 

The  Australian  gov't,  thru  the  Colombo  Plan  of  economic  and  technical  assist- 
ance, is  sponsoring  a  three-month  Rural  Bdcsts  Training  Course  for  Asians.  John 
Douglass  writes  from  Sydney  that  RFD's-to-be  from  India,  Ceylon,  Thailand,  Borneo 
and  The  Philippines  are  learning  the  techniques  at  Melbourne,  Sydney,  and  in 
country  areas. 

ACROSS  THE  NATION 

Despite  the  growth  of  Christmas  tree  plantations  near  major  popula- 
tion centers. . .tree  growers  in  Montana  expect  to  continue  to  be  the  top 
producing  state  for  this  seasonal  speciality.    They're  planning  to  ship 
over  three  million  Christmas  trees  this  year.    Practice  of  the  best 

cultural  work  keeps  them  competitive,  the  state  forester  says  And 

speaking  of  top  producers. . .Wisconsin  farms  last  year  provided  one  pound 
out  of  every  seven  pounds  of  milk  produced  in  the  nation. .. .Milk  produc- 
tion in  the  U.S.  last  month  is  estimated  by  the  Crop  Reporting  Board  at 
9>5  billion  pounds,  2  percent  above  the  average  for  the  month  during  the 
past  10  years. .. .Milk  enough  for  each  of  us  to  have  28  ounces  of  milk 

daily  Some  farmers  are  noted  for  one  thing. . .but  Deane  F.  Stahmann, 

Sr.  of  Stahmann  Farms  at  Santo  Tomas,  N.M.,  has  three  distinctive  claims... 
he  has  the  largest  pecan  orchard  in  the  world... and  is  the  greatest  pro- 
ducer of  geese  in  the  world. . .according  to  Extension  folks  there  he  has 
96,000  pecan  trees  on  4,000  acres,  harvests  2.5  million  pounds  of  shelled 
pecans  a  year,  and  sells  200,000  head  of  geese.    Stahmann  is  also  a  breeder 
of  quality  cotton... he  has  developed  the  longest  staple  upland  variety  in 
the  country. 


OF  MIKES  AND  MEN 


A  farm  chemical  clinic  has  "been  set-up  for  interested  farmers  by  enterprising 
Paul  Vogel  (WEW,  St.  Louis)  for  Nov.  10  in  the  Southern  111.  U.  auditorium  at  East 
St.  Louis.    Personnel  from  "both  the  U«  of  Mo.  and  the  U.  of  111.,  and  farm  chemical 

companies  will  give  talks  and  demonstrations  George  Logan  (WLW,  Cincinnati) 

tells  hs  he  figures  NBC-TV's  "Today  on  the  Farm"  must  he  a  mighty  strong  program  

"just  as  Alex  Drier  started... my  set  went  "black  and  smoke  started  pouring  out  of  the 

rear  of  it"  Geographical  notes:    KVGO  is  still  in  Tulsa,  so  please  disregard 

our  slip  of  last  week.  But  don't  delay  another  day  before  getting  your  NATRFD 
business. .. dues  and  convention  registration. . .transactions  completed  with  Carl 

Meyerdirk  at  KVOO,  Tulsa  A  hit  behind  in  his  reading. .  .Doc  Webster  (WJTN, 

Jamestown,  N.Y.)  is  searching  for  a  1901  and  a  1906  Yearbook  of  Agriculture. 
He '11  pay,  too  

CHANNEL  CHATTER 


Next  week  our  TV  Service  will  mail:    two  Video  News  Bulletins — 
Shedding  a  New  Light  On  Things,  news  on  those  henhouse  lights,  and 
Farmers  Home  Adm.  Broadens  Program,  which  tells  of  new  loan  provisions 
for  farmers  who  also  work  in  town.    TV  Packages  on  Rural  Development 
In  Madison  County,  and  Looking  For  A  Good  Used  Car;  the  former  has  1*+ 
pix  on  an  Arkansas  County  in  which  the  people  are  building  better  lives 
for  themselves  with  a  helping  hand  from  Rural  Electrification  and  Rural 
Development  Programs,  and  the  "used  car"  story  is  a  3-pix  chuckler  that 
deals  with  a  New  Jersey  contractor's  solution  to  a  legendary  problem. 


COAST  TO  COAST 


Agriculture  USA  (13?  min.  on  tape  from  here)  tells  of  our  need  for  better  market 
facilities,  and  includes  a  visit  to  the  new  Atlanta  farmers  produce  market. 
W.C.  Crow  of  AMS  tells  the  story. 

The  American  Farmer  features  Trienah  Meyers  of  AMS  with  findings  on  mothers  1  prefer- 
ences for  school  fabrics.    ABC  radio  network,  11:30  a.m.  (EDT)  Sat. 

Today  On  The  Farm--NBC-TV's  coast  to  coast-farm-program.  7-7:30  a.m.  Sat. 

Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  News- -on  Mutual  daily,  early  a.m. 

Nat'l  Farm  &  Home  Service  on  NBC  radio's  weekend  Monitor. 

TAPE  LIBRARY  STORIES 


Three  additions  to  our  library;  send  along  a  blank  tape  for  you  dub's  of 

2Q100- -Clothes  Moths  and  Carpet  Beetles --Fight  'Em  in  the  Fall- -Ray  Bry 
of  AMS's  Stored  Products  Insect  Lab  at  Savannah,  Ga. ,  and  Pete 
Keay  talk  about  the  way  and  the  time  to  beat  two  insects  pests. 
TIME:  2:3U 

2A100--From  Beltsville--A  New  Help  in  the  Gypsy  Moth  Fight- -The  develop- 
ment of  a  synthetic  lure  which  will  help  control  the  gypsy  moth 
is  reported  on  by  Vince  Marcley  of  ARS.    TIME:  1:12 
3A100--TO  Livestockmen--A  Word  of  Caution- -Howard  Doggett,  director  of 

the  Packers  &  Stockyards  Div.  of  AMS  talks  with  Layne  Beaty, points 
out  that  farmers  must  be  careful  with  whom  they  do  business,  and 
tells  of  financial  obligation  limits  on  markets  bonded  under  the 
Packers  &  Stockyards  Act.    TIME:  3:U0 

Sincerely, 


C^2c^  ^ 

-Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  and  Television'  Service 


RFD 


Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


October  21.  i960 
Letter  No.  9*4-7 


Every  now  and  then  we  think  about  dressing  up  the  top  of  this  Letter,  perhaps 
with  some  gay  &clor.    So  far  all  our  ideas  have  failed  to  pass  muster,  so  we  still 

see  things  in  "black  and  white.    Suggestions  will  he  appreciated.  It  began  to 

feel  like  fall  in  the  nation's  agricultural  capital  this  week  but  with  baseball, 
football  and  election  news  in  the  air,  few  people  noticed.  Meanwhile  

FARM  GOOES '  VOLUME  OFFSET  PRICE  DECLIKBS 

Three  percent  more  farm  marketings  offset  a  2  percent  decline  in 
prices  the  first  9  months  of  1960....Farm  income  thus  edged  up  nearly 
1  percent  over  1959 's  total  to  an  estimated  $22.9  billion,  the  Dep:t 
announced  today.    Receipts  from  livestock  and  livestock  products  at 
$13.8  billion,  however,  were  2  percent  below  those  a  year  earlier. 
Cash  receipts  for  milk,  broilers,  eggs,  turkeys,  and  hogs  totaled  more 
than  during  the  same  period  of  1959 •    Receipts  from  crops  were  up  al- 
most 5  percent  from  a  year  ago.    Totals  for  corn,  wheat,  potatoes, 
soybeans,  tobacco,  and  hay  were  up.    Receipts  declined  for  cotton, 
oranges,  sorghum  grain  and  barley.    Last  month's  cash  receipts  of  $3*^ 
billion  were  1  percent  above  a  year  ago. 

SUPPORT  EXTENDED  DURIN3  1959-60 

Price  support  totaling  $3«2  billion  was  extended  on  1959  crops.    Com,  cotton 
and  wheat  accounted  for  more  than  &0  percent  of  the  total.    Additional  loans  during 
the  past  fiscal  year,  including  those  on  over- deliveries  of  commodities  to  Commodity 
Credit  Corp.  and  support  on  i960  crops  brought  total  support  extended  to  a  little 
over  $3.^  billion.    The  net  figure  is  lower  though  as  producers  repaid  loane  of 
$705  million.    CCC  disposed  of  commodities  with  a  cost  value  more  than  $3-^  billion, 
up  more  than  $960  million  from  the  preceding  fiscal  year. 

ANT  I -SUB  GEAR  IN  NEW  ROLE 


To  help  the  Dep'ts  scientists  learn  how,  where  and  why  soil  particles 
are  .carried  along  in  streams,  a  World  War  II  weapon  is  being  used  in  a  new 
guise.    Colorado  State  University  scientists  have  built  apparatus  for  sed- 
imentation studies  Agri.  Research  Serv.  specialists  are  undertaking  at  the 
sedimentation  laboratory  in  Oxford,  Miss.    It  uses  the  same  principle, 
looks  somewhat  different  though,  that  the  Navy  used  to  detect  enemy  subs 
in  years  gone  by.    In  studies  at  Oxford  it  will  enable  scientists  Auto- 
matically and  immediately  to  record  data  on  stream  height  and  stream 
bed  changes. 
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FOREST  SERVICE  RECEIPTS  AT  NEW  HIGH 

The  Forest  Service  has  reported  record  high  receipts  during  fiscal  year  i960.  A 
total  of  ikd  million  dollars ... .which  is  2k  million  above  the  total  collected  the 
preceding  fiscal  year.    About  95  percent  of  the  money  came  from  timber  sales.  As 
usual  25  percent  of  the  receipts  will  go  to  county  governments  where  Nat'l  Forests 
and  Grazing  Lands  are  located,  and  is  to  be  used  to  help  pay  for  roads  and  schools. 
The  remainder  will  go  into  the  Federal  Treasury. 

HUFFMAN  GET  FED'L  EXT.  PROMOTION 

A  native  of  the  Buckeye  State  with  22  years  of  experience  in 
extension  work  has  been  appointed  Deputy  Administrator  of  the  Fed'i  Ext. 
Serv.    He  is  Gerald  H.  Huffman,  who  stepped  up  in  FES  to  the  position 
P.V.  Kepner  vacated  when  he  was  promoted  to  Administrator  of  the  same 
agency.    Jerry  began  his  extension  career  as  a  county  agent  in  Ohio. 

FLYING  DOWN  TO  RIO 

Two  farm  broadcasters,  ITATRFD  prexy  Wally  Erickson  (KFRE,  Fresno)  and  John  Mc- 
Donald, (WSM,  Nashville)  left  on  Thursday  with  Sec 'y  Benson  for  a  two-week  trade 
development  trip  to  Brazil,  Uruguay,  Argentina,  Chile  and  Peru.    Our  Jack  Towers 
went  along,  too,  so  this  trip  should  get  plenty  of  coverage  by  tape  recorder.  Other 
newsmen  on  the  trip  are  Bill  Kennedy  of  Farm  and  Ranch,  Nashville;  Wayne  Swegle, 
Successful  Farming,  Des  Moines;  J.H.  Florea,  Better  Farming  Methods,  Mount  Morris, 
111.;  Gerald  Dearing,  Memphis  Commercial  Appeal;  Rex  Conn,  Cedar  Rapids  Gazette, 
and  Robert  Drake,  Cleveland  Plain  Dealer.    Also  Cornell  U's  ext.  ed.  William  B.Ward. 
As  this  is  written  the  party  most  likely  is  in  Brasilia,  fabulous  new  capital  of 
Brazil,  for  conferences  with  Pres.  Kubitschek  and  other  officials.    Tonight, Brazil's 
Minister  of  Agri.  will  accompany  them  to  Rio  de  Janeiro.    They'll  return  here  on 

Nov.  3  Meanwhile,  Jack  will  be  sending  tapes  back  for  distribution  to  those  who 

ask  for  them. ..as  will  Wally.  John  will  give  special  coverage  for  the  Clear  Channel 
Bdcstg  Serv.  stations.    Let  us  know  if  you  wish  dubs  of  any  of  these  tapes. 

GRAIN  PRICE- SUPPORT  ACTIVITY 

The  1960-crop  wheat  has  been  flowing  into  storage  under  price-support 
loans  and  purchase  agreements  at  a  rate  much  greater  than  last  year,  but 
well  under  the  1958  totals  through  Sep.  30-    Farmers  had  put  32^  million 
bushels  "in  the  loan"  by  that  date  last  month.    A  year  earlier  the  total 
was  just  23^  million,  but  two  years  ago  it  was  3^2  million  bushels. 
Farmers  repaid  this  year's  loans  on  more  than  11  million  bushels  last 
month . 

OUR  AGRI -TAPES  TO  INCLUDE  REGIONAL  STORIES 

In  the  past  we've  given  occasional  coverage  on  tape  recordings  with  such 
stories  as  the  vegetable  marketing  guides,  area-wide  drives  of  various  kinds,  etc. 
Lack  of  manpower  and  facilities  for  this  purpose  have  prevented  any  regular  regional 
service.    Now,  we  plan  to  begin  in  a  modest  way  by  adding  a  regional  story  (when  a 
good  one  is  available)  on  the  same  reel  that  carries  our  weekly  Agri-Tape.    If  you 
receive  Agri-Tape  the  regional  stories  will  reach  you  automatically.    Watch  for 
them  and  let  us  know  your  impressions . 
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RESTRICTIONS  OFF  SUGAR  BEET  ACREAGE 

Acreage  restrictions  have  been  removed  for  next  year's  crop  of  sugar  beets. 
The  Dep't  made  the  decision  to  remove  restrictions,  as  provided  by  the  Sugar  Act, 
after  hearing  recommendations  of  sugar  beet  producers  and  processors  at  a  recent 
public  hearing  in  Denver.    Acreage  has  been  restricted  for  the  past  six  years.  Fac- 
tory processing  capacity  is  expected  to  limit  the  increase  in  production  to  about  10 
percent  above  this  year's  total. 

NORTHWEST  NATRFD  MEETS  . 

Northwest  Divisional  NATRFD 's  i960  meeting  Oct.  12  at  Portland,  Ore. 
produced  new  officials:  Jim  Hansen,  K0M0,  Seattle,  pres;  Tom  Leach,  CBC, 
Vancouver,  B.C.,  vice  pres.,  and  Bill  Drips,  K01N-TV,  Portland,  sec'y- 
treasurer.    Now  retired  in  Portland,  elder  statesman  Wallace  Kadderly  was 
delegated  to  continue  his  when- the- spirit-moves-him  news  letter.  With 
more  than  100  years  of  farm  radio  work  behind  them,  Drips,  Kadderly  and 

Leach  proclaimed  their  Old  Timers  status  Looking  ahead  to  next 

year's  meeting,  the  Pacific  NW  RFD's  will  invite  farm  press  people  to  join 
them  in  an  all-media  conclave. .. .The  fact  they  meet  during  the  Pacific  Int'l 
Livestock  Exposition  should  make  the  get-together  relatively  easy  to  arrange. 

FOR  THE  BASIC  FREEDOM 

What's  the  Freedom  from  Hunger  Campaign  all  about?    Of  course... you  know. ..it 
is  a  program  of  the  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  of  the  United  Nations. . .and 
that  the  U.S.  is  one  of  many  nations  participating  in  the  campaign.    The  objective 
has  been  stated  as  "For  the  Basic  Freedom  —  Freedom  from  Hunger,"  by  B.R.  Sen,  the 

director- general  of  FAO  Mr.  Sen  said  recently,  "The ...  campaign  is  being 

launched  as  an  attempt  to  bridge  the  chasm  between  these  two  facts  of  contemporary 
life:    man's  continuing  hunger  and  man's  wonderful  developing  powers. .. .For  there  is 
a  chasm  between  these  two  things.'    Today,  relatively  high  standards  of  living  pre- 
vail through  about  20  countries,  with  a  total  population  of  no  more  than  U00  million 
out  of  the  2.8  billion  people  in  the  world."    He  said  that  countries  with  high 
standards  have  one  factor  common  to  all:    a  population  sustained  by  a  diet  of  good 
and  plentiful  food. . . .and. . . "a  sound  and  adequate  diet — freedom  from  hunger — is  not 
only  an  end  in  itself,  it  is  a  prerequisite  for  human  achievement  in  any  field.".... 
(in  the  weeks  ahead,  we'll  spell  out  further  thinking  in  the  campaign.) 

ACROSS  THE  NATION 

The  cost  of  keeping  a  rat  in  the  barn  is  up,  too.    Used  to  be  $20; 
it's  now  about  $30  a  year.    So  says  George  Halazon,  extension  wildlife 
specialist  in  Kansas,  worried  about  a  buildup  in  the  state's  barn  rat 

population  since  the  drouth  ended  there  The  Cucamonga  Wild  Area 

has  just  been  expanded  50  percent,  now  includes  9; 000  acres  in  the 
San  Bernardino  Nat'l  Forest  in  Calif,  the  Dep't  has  announced.  The 
action  will  preserve  spectacular  views  of  Cucamonga  Peak  from  the  val- 
ley floor  and  give  residents  of  populous  Southern  Cal  a  chance  to  get 

back  to  real  rugged  nature  just  20  miles  from  San  Bernardino  The 

battle  lines; are,  drawn  to  keep  Santa  from  sneaking  through  the  gypsy 
moth  quarantine  lines  with  infested  Christmas  trees  from  areas  where 
the  moths  have  been  building-up  and  gadding-about  in  the  New  England 
area.    No  trees  or  greenery  are  to  leave  the  quarantine  zones  without 
a  check  and  okay  by  plant  pest  inspectors. 
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OF  MIKES  AND  MEN 

Now  being  bicycled  around  commercial  stations  in  Wash.  State  are  13  kinescopes 
on  agri.  and  home  ec  subjects,  products  of  double-threat  man  Kirby  Brumfield,  ext's 
audio-visual  and  tv  specialist  there. .. .Kirby  used  KWSC's  closed  circuit  facilities 

at  Pullman  to  film  the  13  shows  Colorado  Ext's  Mel  Eckard  tells  the  FES  folks 

here  that  "Weekend  Gardener"  has  the  largest  mail  pull... up  to  700  requests ...  of  any 
program  on  KLZ-TV,  Denver,  which  airs  the  program  live  on  Sat.  at  3:30  p.m.  The 
Gardener  is       years  of  age  now,  last  summer  was  fed  to  stations  in  Colorado  Springs, 

Cheyenne,  Wyo. ,  and  Scotts  Bluff,  Neb  His  cattle  have  a  brand  "you  can't  put  on 

either  backwards  or  upside  down"... it's  the  Circle  Dot... a  fact  we  gleaned  in  noting 
Earl  Monahan  of  Hyannis,  Neb.,  has  just  been  elected  president  of  the  American 
Hereford  Ass'n. 

CHANNEL  CHATTER 

Next  week  our  TV  Service  will  mail:    Consumer  Features  on  Plentiful 
Foods  for  November;  Fresh  Cranberries,  and  Consumer  Interviews  by  Agri. 
Marketing  Service.    Plus  Research  Roundup  with  four  features- -winter  war- 
fare against  the  cotton  boll  weevil,  a  report  on  a  chemical  that  tailors 
chrysanthemum  growth  to  the  growers'  desires,  wash-and-wear  woolens,  and 
the  animal  Ellis  Island,  the  Animal  Inspection  Quarantine  Station  at 
Clifton,  N.  J. 

COAST  TO  COAST  BROADCASTS  WEEK  AHEAD 

Agriculture  USA  (13s  Jain*  on  tape  from  here)  tells  of  the  development  and  purpose 

of  the  Market  News  Service. 
The  American  Farmer  features  wheat  and  its  value  to  the  nat'l  economy.    ABC  radio 

network,  11:30  a.m.  (EDT)  Sat. 
Today  On  The  Farm--NBC-TV's  coast-to-coast  farm  program.    7-7:30  a.m.  Sat. 
Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  News — On  Mutual  daily,  early  a.m. 

Nat'l  Farm  &  Home  Service  on  NBC  radio's  weekend  Monitor:    Oct.  22- -Paul  Vogel,  WEW, 
St.  Louis  with  "The  Twist  of  a  Pig's  Tail;"  Jack  Kreck,  WDAF,  Kansas  City, 
"American  Royal  Livestock  Show;"  Jimmy  Dunaway,  WSB,  Atlanta;  and  Layne  Beaty 
from  here  talking  with  Art  Sowder  of  Fed.  Ext.  Serv.  on  "Dry  Rot  Ain't  Dry"  and 
with  USDA  Headlines.    Oct.  29-- Jack  Towers,  Radio  and  TV  Serv.,  reports  from 
Brazil;  Jack  Crowner,  WAVE,  Louisville,  on  the  "Swine  Industry  Conference;" 
Frank  Atwood,  WTIC,  Hartford,  reports  on  "Cranberries,"  and  there  will  be  a 
feature  from  here  on  wheat,  plus  USDA  Headlines. 

TAPE  LIBRARY  STORIES 


Three  additions  to  our  library;  send  along  a  blank  tape  for  your  dubs -of: 

^A100--New  Uses  for  Malathion. . .Pete  Keay  of  Agri.  Marketing  Serv.  reports 
from  Savannah,  Ga. ,  on  tests  that  may  keep  insect  infestations  down 
in  livestock  feed  stores.    TIME:  3:0k 

3Q100 — Meat  Inspection  Service  Extended. . .Vince  Marcley  of  Agri.  Research 
Serv.  tells  how  food  processors  can  get  inspection  service  for  their 
products  that  use  meat  as  an  ingredient.    TIME:  1:06 

UQ100--What 's  Behind  the  Egg  Price  Situation. . .Factors  that  change  egg 
prices,  and  the  outlook  for  the  months  Just  ahead  are  discussed  by 
Edward  Karpoff  of  Agri.  Marketing  Serv.,  and  Jack  Towers.    TIME:  2:k6 


Sincerely, 


Layne ''Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


Enclosures 


RFD  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

U.S.  D:-rT.  CF  /ir;R!CULTUR€ 

Office  of  Information-  U.  S.  Dep&rtifie/nt  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


APR  2  7  1961 

CURRENT  SERIAL  RECORDS 


J 


October  28,  i960 
Letter  No.  9^-8 


The  38th  Annual  Agri.  Outlook  Conference  is  just  ahead  (Nov.  lk-17).    As  usual 
it  -will  provide  detailed  reports  on  the  outlook  and  situation  of  many  farm  products, 
economic  sectors,  etc.    Many  of  you  are  interested  in  these  and.,  to  help  you  obtain 
quick  service,  we've  attached  an  advance  order  form  to  this  week's  letter.  Meanwhile 
we've  been  looking  into  such  diverse  matters  as  parasites  on  racing  dogs,  and  what 
may  be  a  bonanza  development  for  beekeepers ....... 


PARITY  RATIO  UP  1  PERCENT 


The  Index  of  Prices  Received  by  Farmers  rose  1  percent  (3  points) 
to  2^0  percent  of  its  1910-lU  average  during  the  month  ended  Oct.  15. 
Farm  wage  rates  did  not  rise  as  much  as  usual  this  fall.    As  a  result, 
the  Parity  Ratio  rose  to  3l,  up  1  percent  from  a  month  earlier  and  2 
percent  higher  than  a  year  ago.     Farm  goods  that  increased  in  price 
were  hogs,  eggs,  and  milk. 


DOG -GONE  SCREWWORMS  RE- INVADE  FLORIDA 


Screwworms,  object  of  the  most  intensive  pest  eradication  battle  man  has  ever 
waged,  have  been  discovered  again  in  Florida.    A  Tampa,  Fla.,  veterinarian  found  the 
parasites  in  a  cut  on  the  shoulder  of  a  dog... racing  greyhound  that  had  been  trans- 
ported to  Tampa  from  Kansas.    Positive  identification  of  the  parasites  was  made  at 
Sebring,  Fla.,  headquarters  for  the  1958-59  eradication  program  that  eliminated 
screwworms  east  of  the  Mississippi  River.     Livestock  disease  control  officials  have 
traced  every  movement  of  the  infested  greyhound.     Facts  obtained,  Dep't  officials 
say,  will  help  to  avoid  establishment  of  screwworms  in  the  Tampa  area. 


SANTA- TIME  SPECIAL:    NEWS  OF  CANADIAN  TREE'S 


Rail  shipments  of  Canadian  Christmas  trees  into  the  U.S.  will  be 
reported  this  season  for  the  first  time.    Domestic  tree  producers  have 
asked  for  this  service.    The  Dep't  has  announced  plans  to  give  them 
market  information  they  need.     Canada  ships  about  12  million  trees  into 
this  country  for  each  Yuletide.    The  Dep'ts  reports  will  be  given  along 
with  releases  on  daily  car lot  fruit  and  vegetable  shipments. 


DRY,  BUT  SWEET  AND  TASTY 


Dried  honey  is  the  newest  product  to  be  devised  by  the  Dep'ts  research  engi- 
neers .     It  should  be  good  news  for  beekeepers  and  provide  even  more  work  for  the 
busy  bees.     If  market  development  meets  expectations,  they'll  have  to  buzz  on  a 
double-time  schedule. 
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RURAL  DEVELOPMENT  HINGES  ON  LOCAL  LEADERS 

A  crucial  stage  of  the  Arkansas  Experimental  Rural  Area  program  is  at  hand.... 
this  was  the  warning  sounded  by  Under  Sec'y  of  Labor  James  T.  O'Connell  yesterday  in 
a  meeting  with  farm,  business,  and  professional  leaders  in  Batesville,  Ark.    In  the 
first  of  three  sessions  that  will  deal  with  activities  and  results  in  this  Rural 
Development  pilot  project  area,  O'Connell  said  that  ultimate  success  will  depend  on 
continuing  local  leadership  and  initiative.    Batesville  project  results  will  influ- 
ence future  recommendations  for  assisting  rural  communities,  O'Connell  indicated. 

WE'RE  HEARING  VOICES 

A  lot  has  been  said  about  how  radio  has  broken  down  sectional 
approaches  to  the  pronunciation  of  English  and  this  is  fact  to  a  large 
degree.    Still,  we  get  gentle  rebuffs  sometimes  when  one  of  our  New 
England  types  is  heard  on  tapes  we  send  to  the  Southwest  and  vice 
versa.    We  don't  know  how  we  can  remedy  this  to  universal  satisfaction 
on  our  output  for  general  use,  but  now  that  we've  started  a  regional 
tape  service  in  a  modest  way,  maybe  we  can  try  to  send  Texas  voices 
to  Texas.,  Boston  voices  to  the  Northeast,  and  Alabama  diction  to  the 
SE.     Co:1  does  it  matter  that  much? 

ACROSS  THE  NATION 

Looking  ahead  to  Farm-City  Week,  Nov.  18-2U,  Harold  Garrett,  Wash.  State's  ext 
radio  specialist,  is  providing  some  interesting  materials  to  Evergreen  bdcstrs--like . 
"Did  you  know  that  only  the  11  Western  States  are  considered  self-sufficient  —  in 
producing  food,  that  is?    Our  production  of  meat  animals,  poultry,  and  eggs,  and 
dairy  products  is  equal  to  or  slightly  above  the  amount  eaten  by  westerners.  Actually 

western  farmers  and  ranchers  do.... use  much  livestock  feed  grown  elsewhere"  

Reporting  on  a  recent  trip  amor.g  Illinois  cattle  feeders,  George  Litton  of  Virginia 
Polytechnic  Institute,  said  he  found  many  of  them  never  knew  Virginia  is  in  the 
cattle  business.    But  he  found  some  who  like  his  state's  feeder  calves  fine.  Litton 
was  surprised  to  find  quality  cattle  feeders  were  in  the  minority.    He  was  impressed; 
though,  when  he  learned  that  one  Illinois  county,  DeKalb,  handles  100,000  cattle  on 
feed  each  year... that  is  just  about  the  number  of  feeder  cattle  Virginia  produces... 
In  Wisconsin,  where  rural  zoning  has  faced  the  test  of  xime. . .farmers,  resort  owners 
and  businessmen  generally  agree  that  the  protection  zoning  gives  is  veil  worth  the 
time  and  effort  put  into  it,  according  to  Walter  Rowlands,  U.  of  Wis.  land  use 
planning  specialist.    A  pioneer  in  rural  zoning,  Wisconsin  now  needs  to  re-examine, 
revise,  and  re-design  rural  zoning  ordinances  better  to  fit  the  needs  of  today  and 
tomorrow,  Rowlands  said. 

HALF- A- TURKEY  BETTER  FOR  SOME 

With  Thanksgiving  Day  coming  up,  we  feel  the  urge  to  talk  turkey. 
Our  Edith  Swing  says  there'll  be  a  big  supply  of  heavy-weight  birds  on 
the  market... not  quite  so  many  of  the  smaller  ones... so  the  big  birds 
may  be  the  better  buy.    Also,  says  Edith,  if  you  have  a  small  family, 
you  might  like  to  have  your  butcher  cut  your  turkey  in  half,  right 
down  the  middle.    You  can  roast  half,  and  freeze  the  other  half  for 
later,  and  so  stretch  one  bird  from  Thanksgiving  to  Christmas.  She 
recommends  that  the  cook  fill  the  cut  side  with  stuffing,  cover  with 
heavy  wrapping  paper,  then  baste  into  place,  and  roast  with  the  skin 
side  up. 
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WHEAT  EXPORTS  MAY  TIE  ALL- T DIE  RECORD 

The  Dep'ts  Outlook  and  Situation  Board  has  just  forecast  a  25 
million  "bushel  gain  in  prospects  for  exports  of  U.S.  wheat  this  fiscal 
year.    That  brings  export  prospects  to  550  million  bu. .. .which  equals 
the  all-time  record  we  reached  four  years  ago.    Otherwise,  there  is 
little  change  in  the  wheat  situation.    Domestic  consumption  of  bread 
and  other  wheat  products  will  probably  remain  at  the  6l0  million  bu. 
level  of  1959-60. 

HOG  CHOLERA  SITUATION  IN  BRIEF 

"Some  producers  had  gambled  and  lost."    This  is  the  conclusion  often  reached 
when  hog  cholera  epidemics  are  investigated,  according  to  Dr.  P.  J.  Mulhern  of  the 
Agri.  Research  Serv.    In  a  speech  before  the  Nat'l  Swine  Industry  Conference  this 
week  at  Lexington,  Ky.,  Dr.  Mulhern,  talked  of  the  need  to  immunize  at  least  65  per 
cent  of  our  hog  population  in  order  to  prevent  epidemics  of  hog  cholera.    He  said.. 
"He  who  waits  until  such  time  that  hog  cholera  cases  are  occurring  in  his  community 
often  has  waited  too  long."    He  pointed-up  the  fact  that  much  criticism  of  modified 
live  virus  vaccines  has   been  unfounded,  as  investigations  in  many  cases  have  shown 
the  vaccine  was  given  while  the  animals  were  in  the  incubation  stage  of  the  disease 
 and  said  "We  are  not  having  nearly  the  number  of  outbreaks  in  hogs  vacci- 
nated with  this  product  that  we  had  with  virulent  virus  and  serum."    Dr.  Mulhern 
cited  a  rapid  test  for  hog  cholea  as  an  urgent  need  for  eradication  of  the  disease. 
He  expressed  hope  that  we  will  soon  see  programs  for  complete  eradication  develop 
in  a  number  of  States. 

JIM  P AIMER  JOINS  US 

Our  output  here  has  been  enhanced  somewhat  by  the  arrival  of 
Jim  Palmer  two  weeks  ago  to  fill  a  vacancy  on  our  small  staff.    Texas - 
born  (Harlingen)  and  West  Virginia  raised  and  educated  (W.  Va.  Univ-- 
1959)5  Jim  majored  in  speech  and  worked  on  radio  stations  in  Morgan- 
town.    He's  a  four-year  Navy  veteran,  and  already  has  his  sea  legs 
around  here.    Welcome  aboard,  Jim. 

OF  MIKES  AND  MEN  (and  one  woman) 

At  this  writing,  no  word  yet  from  our  peregrinating  farm  bdcstrs,  Wally 
Erickson  (KFRE,  Fresno),  John  McDonald  (WSM,  Nashville)  and  Jack  Towers  of  this 
office,  who  are  in  South  America  with  Sec'y  Benson,  but  any  minute  now  we  may  be 

caught  under  an  avalanche  of  tapes  Send  your  blanks  for  dubs  if  you  want  them.. 

Meanwhile,  Evelyn  is  keeping  not  only  the  home  fires  simmering  but  the  tapes  un- 
winding in  Nashville.    She  ordered  all  our  current  supply  of  recordings  on  South 
American  topics  this  week  A  dairy  co-op  mag  in  NY  state  recently  ran  three  by- 
lined  articles  (with  pix)  by  Don  Tuttle  (WGY,  Schenectady),  Deacon  Doubleday  (WSYR, 
Syracuse)  and  Wally  Wagoner  (WNBF,  Binghamton) . . . .We  have  new  mug  shots  on  our  wall 

of  several  of  the  lads.    Is  yours  there?  Hilary  Phillips,  producer  of  BBC's 

weekly  farm  TV  show,  will  attend  the  NATRFD  convention  in  Chicago  after  visiting 

several  of  the  brethren  in  western  states.    He  is  sympatico  George  Roesner 

(pronounced  RAZE-ner)  of  KPRC,  Houston,  has  the  job  this  year  of  NATRFD  convention 
planning  (he's  vice-president).    Besides  working  up  a  sweat  in  the  process,  he's 

developed  what  looks  like  a  highly  productive  three-day  program  We're  glad  to 

see  the  increasing  number  of  farm  bdcstrs  (both  radio  and  TV)  who  are  entering  the 

various  contests  sponsored  each  year  by  trade  ass'ns,  foundations,  etc  Old  Asia 

Hand  Henry  Schacht  (KGO,  San  Francisco)  returns  about  now  from  a  five-week  tour  of 
the  Orient  with  Farm  Bureau  members. 


BEHIND  WORLD  HEADLINES 


In  announcing  transfer  of  the  Canadian  Wheat  Board  to  the  Dep't  of  Agri .  from 
the  Dep't  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  the  Prime  Minister  said... "it  makes  good  business 
sense  to  get  all  the  farm  problems  under  one  roof."    The  Wheat  Board  is  responsible 

for  marketing  Canadian  wheat  at  home  and  abroad  Norway's  guaranteed  basic 

producer  prices  for  grains  will  remain  unchanged  until  next  June  30-  They  were  fixe 
by  the  Parliament  in  195^  after  the  gov't  and  two  farm  org.  reached  an  agreement  tha 
provides. . .in  terms  of  U.S.  dollars  per  bu...$3.W-  for  wheat .. .$2.96  for  rye. . .§2.lk 

for  barley,  and  $1.24  for  oats.    Grains  for  livestock  feeding  are  priced  lower  

USDA's  Foreign  Agri.  Serv,  has  compiled  returns  from  importing  countries  that  indi- 
cate Communist  China  in  1959  exported  as  much  rice  as  did  Burma. . .  .Arid  Burma  was 
heretofore  the  world's  largest  exporter  of  rice.     Communist  China' s  exports  last 
year  reached  1.7  million  metric  tons  of  milled  rice... were  6hl  thousand  metric  tons 
five  years  earlier.     Her  exports  were  about  equally  divided  between  the  Non-Com- 
munist and  Soviet  Bloc  nations  last  3rear,     Chinese  rice  exports  have  continued  at  a 
hign  rate  this  year. 

CHANNEL  CHATTER 

Next  week  our  TV  Service  will  mail  Snow- -White  Gold  of  the  West, 
a  lU-pix  package  of  the  snow  survey  work  that  interests  everyone  con- 
cerned with  more  efficient  use  of  the  drinking  material  snow  becomes. 

COAST-TO- COAST  BROADCASTS   

Agriculture  USA  (I3z  min.  on  tape  from  here)  will  tell  of  soil  survey  work  and  its 
purposes . 

The  American  Farmer  will  feature  a  report  from  abroad.    ABC  radio  network,  11:30  a.m 

Celt)  sat. 

Today  On  The  Farm — NBC-TV's  coast-to-coast  farm  program.    7-7:30  a.m.  Sat. 
Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  News --On  Mutual  daily,  early  a.m. 

Nat'l  Farm  &  Home  Service  on  NBC  radio's  weekend  Monitor:     Oct.  29-- Jack  Towers, 
Radio  and  'TV  Serv.,  reports  from  Brazil  (we  hope);  Jack  Crowner,  WAVE, 
Louisville,  on  the  "Swine  Industry  Conference;"  Frank  Atwood,  WTIC,  Hartford, 
reports  on  "Cranberries,"  Pete  Keay  of  Agricultural  Marketing  Service  reveals 
how  "Bags  Beat  Bugs,"  and  Layne  Beaty  with  USDA  Headlines. 

TAPE  LIBRARY  ITEMS 

To  meet  your  programming  needs:     send  along  a  blank  tape  for  your 
dubs  of*. 

5A1Q0--  Wheat  Is  Important  in  Nat'l  Economy ...  Robert  Masucci  (Mass- 
Y00sey)>  head  of  the  Farm  Income  Research  and  Development  Section, 
MS,  tells  of  wheat's  big  role  in  the  nat'l  economy.    With  Layne 
Beaty.  TIME:  3:20 

5Q100--  Forest  Service  Receipts  at  Record  High. . .Boyd  Rasmussen  of 
the  Forest  Service  talks  with  Layne  Beaty  about  the  record  $lU8 
million  our  Nat'l  Forests  earned  for  local  and  Federal  gov't  last 
year.  TIME:  U:06 

6A100--  New  Ways  to  Guard  Stored  Farm  Products --Pete  Keay  of  AMS 
reports  from  the  Stored  Products  Lab  at  Savannah,  Ga.,  on  insecticide- 
coated  paper  and  its  potential  uses.        TIME:  1:26 

Sincere/by^ 


Layne  Beaty,  Ohief 

Radio  and  Television  Service 


PAPERS  TO  BE  PRESENTED:       38th  Annual  Agricultural  Outlook  Conference 

November  lU-17,  i960 
Washington,  D.C. 


CHECK  ITEMS  YOU  WOULD  LIKE  TO  RECEIVE 


 World  Economic  Situation 

and  Outlook 

 N&tional  Economic  Situation 

and  Outlook 

Agricultural  Outlook  for  1961 

 Longer-Term  Agricultural  Outlook 

 U.S.  Economic  Relations  with 

Foreign  Countries:  Long-Term 
Prospects 

 International  Trade  and  Finance 

 Economic  Development  Abroad 

 Commercial  Dollar  Agricultural 

Trade 

 Special  Export  Programs 

The  1961  Outlook  for: 

 Cotton 

 Dairy 

 Fats,  Oils  and  Peanuts 

 Feed 

 Forest  Products 

 Fruits  and  Tree  Nuts 

 Grass  and  Legume  Seeds 

 Livestock  and  Meat 

 Potatoes 

 Poultry 

 Rice 

 Tobacco 

 Vegetables 

 Wheat 

PLEASE  SEND  MATERIALS  CHECKED  ABOVE  TO: 


D  RETURN  LIST  TO: 

Layne  Beaty,  Chief 

Radio  &  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information 

U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

Washington  25,  D.C. 

Outlook  for  Consumer  Goods  and  Services 
 Clothing 

 Housing  and  Durable  Goods 

 Food 

 Education 

Outlook  for  Family  Living  in  Low- Income 
Rural  Areas: 

 Population  Trends 

 Off -Farm  Employment  of  Husbands 

and  Wives 

 The  Farmer  and  Social  Security 

 Family  Expenditures 

 Value  of  Family  Consumption 

 Need  for  Housing  Improvements 

Improving  Food  Consumption  of 

Rural  Nonfarm  Families 
 Effects  of  Changing  Income  on 

Family  Spending  in  a  Rural 

Development  Area 
 Advances  Through  the  Rural 

Development  Program 

What  to  do  About  the  Agricultural  Out- 
look, by: 

 J.  Carroll  Bottum  of  Purdue 

 Herrell  F.  DeGraff  of  Cornell 

 Harlow  W.  Halvorson  of  the 

University  of  Wisconsin 


Name  

Station 


Address 


